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one interferes. They are not, as a rule, even now, allowed to enter temples. When they are permitted to do so, it is only to that part in which Sudras are allowed. A case recently came before the law courts in Masuli-patarn arising out of the attempt of a goldsmith to enter a Siva temple for worship. I believe it was eventually decided that a member of this caste could not enter a temple, except by the permission of the Brahmin priest in charge. The question of the social and religious status of the goldsmith caste is a most vexed one which gives rise to much controversy. It shows that not all wearers of the thread or cord are considered of equal rank.
I now make a slight digression to say a little as to the denial of the liberty of an individual to dress or to go as he pleases. There are very binding rules and regulations on these points. They are the outcome of caste customs, which, whatever may be the real rights of the matter from a legal point of view, are very real and strict in actual life. Theoretically, for example, any British subject has the right to use the public road in the way and manner of others, whatever may be his degree; but, practically, this is not so. A low caste man, in going through a respectable public street, inhabited by high-caste people, must take off his shoes and turban and shut up his umbrella, and, if he should be riding, he must descend from his horse and humbly walk through on foot. Even if a Sudra should be riding and happen to pass a superior person, as a Pandit, or high official, he must descend and walk past on foot until he is well past the dignitary, when he may remount and go on his way. A case quite recently came before the law court in a district where a native Pastor of one of the Christian communities was severely beaten, because he dared to ride through a respectable public thoroughfare. As a man of low caste origin, he should have humbly descended and have gone through on foot.